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Danger, Jail Ahead

The experience of Paul and Silas in Philippi (Acts 16) was enjoyable with the conversion of Lydia

As they continue their work in Philippi, not everybody is happy

They meet another business woman – Acts 16:16 – 18
1. Has a spirit that enables her to predict the future


a. Follows Paul and company around for many days, they can’t seem to get rid of her


b. Her testimony was true, "These men are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved" 


c. Reminds us of Jesus and a similar situation – Mark 5:6, 7


d, Paul, like Jesus, commanded the sprit to leave

 
e. A bit of humour here, as the same Greek word is used for by Luke for the exit of the spirit and the exit of “their hope of making money” 


f. “…at that moment” describe the miraculous nature of this event

Paul and Silas and dragged into the marketplace to face the authorities – Acts 16:19 - 21
{No mention of what happened to Timothy and Luke}

“Marketplace” is more than a shopping mall

It was the location of the city forum the place where the magistrates responsible for trying civil cases and keeping the peace were found

Owners of the girl do not mention the money loss they were facing

The charge is that they are advocating “customs unlawful” for Romans

Not sure what customs they have in mind

The mob mentality takes over and others join in the accusations – Acts 16:22 – 24
Never fear, the Lord is not out of the picture and good is to be done

1. Not your normal prisoners – even after being beaten and put jail in stocks, Paul and Silas are singing in prison at midnight…listened to by the other prisoners – Acts 16:25 - 28

         b. An earthquake shakes open the doors along with everyone's chains

         c. The jailer, knowing he will be held responsible and killed, prepares to 

            commit suicide

         d. Paul stops him and tells him no one has escaped

  2. This opens the jailer’s eyes and he falls down before Paul and Silas – Acts 16:29 – 34

      
a. "Sirs, what must I do to be saved" is an interesting question


b. Must have known something about Paul and Silas were

         
c. The answer Paul gives is worth study, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household"

         
d. Clear that faith alone was not what Paul was talking about, rather went                        
    on to “speak the word of the Lord to him and those in his house”

         
e. This ended with the Jailer and his family doing what others before them had done – hearing, believing, repenting, confessing and being born of           water and Spirit


f. A great time of rejoicing follows

1. The conversion of these two households would appear to be the beginning of the Lord’s church in Philippi                

   a. In time Paul would write a letter to this congregation and enjoyed a wonder relationship with them

   b. They supported Paul in his work in Macedonia and into Achaia – Philippians 1:3 – 5; 4:15, 16   
  c. Must never underestimate the potential effect of having the gospel presented to a family

Conclusion:

These two conversions are examples of the teaching of Jesus of the Hidden Treasure and Pearl of Great Price – Matthew 13:44 – 46
Perhaps the question: Which are you?

